
 

  

 No. 678 October 2022 

          THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

     Stowmarket 

Debenham Haughley Mendlesham Stowupland 

Registered Charity Number 1157857 

HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

1926 - 2022 



 

2 

Table of contents 

Greetings 3 

News of the family 4 

News from Debenham 4 

News from Mendlesham 5 

News from Stowupland 5-6 

News from Haughley 6 

Church Update 6 

Church Meeting 6 

Benevolent Fund for October   6 

Bible Fellowship 7 

Monday Community Brew 7 

Pause for Prayer 7 

Prayer Chain 7 

U3A 7 

Communion Flowers 7 

Suffolk Historic Churches Bike Ride 8 

Wednesday Club 8 

Safeguarding 8 

Three Hot Conferences & Three Hot Books 8-9 

Misplaced & Dangling Participles 10 

Fund Raising Group News 11 

Puzzle 11-12 

Children & Youth Activities 13 

Upcoming Events 13 

Zoom 14 

Services - October 2022 14-15 



 

3 

At this time we remember our Queen. 

 

Prayer 

 

O God, our rock and our redeemer, 
we come to worship you 

and to give thanks for your servant Elizabeth. 

We thank you for her long life 

and her dedicated service to commonwealth and nations. 

We thank you for what she has meant 

to each one of us… 

 

 

We treasure memories 
of meeting her …. 
of celebrating and marking moments in her life, 
of the opening of parliament, 
of her presence at significant times in our history, 

and of her speaking to us on radio and television. 

We rejoice that she lived and shared 
the faith we hold 
and that she followed her vocation, 

hearing a call to serve. 

We pray for those who will miss her most deeply, 

that they may find comfort and hope. 

We celebrate and affirm our faith 
that death is defeated, 
that new life awaits your children, 

and that creation is renewed in Christ. 

We pray for our nations at a time of change 
and for our new King. 
May he follow his mother in faithful service 

and may your blessing rest on him. 

We pray too for our elected representatives in parliament, 
for our public servants 

and for all citizens, of all faiths and none. 

And, in this day and time, we pray, 
as we are always glad to pray, 

may your Kingdom come. Amen. 

 

Robert 

Greetings 
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News of the family 
 

The nation has been saddened by the death of Queen Elizabeth II. She 
served her country for seventy years as our monarch and worked tireless-
ly until her death. She was also a devoted wife, mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother. I have shed many tears watching the TV coverage of 
events as they have happened. Watching the lines of people going past 
the coffin showed just how much the Queen was loved and respected by 

her people. Rest in Peace your Majesty.  

 

Autumn has arrived and the temperature has certainly dropped, so winter jumpers are com-
ing out and shorts are being packed away. The next round of flu and covid vaccinations has 
begun in preparation for the winter months. Covid is still about; our minister, Robert and his 

family, are the latest people I know to succumb to the virus.  

Louisa Delory had a procedure, which, hopefully will lead to her being able to proceed with 
chemotherapy. She continues to be in our thoughts and prayers. We also think of the Scarff 
family in our prayers at this difficult time. We think and pray too of Rita Gibbons, whose sister 

is very unwell.  Just heard that Jean Jordan is in hospital. 

Sally and Neil Chisnell send their good wishes to everyone at Church. They miss coming to 

Church but for various health reasons are unable to attend. 
 

Death 
 

Margaret Franks died in a care home in Dunfries on September 9th. Marga-
ret and her husband, Alan, were very active members of our Church before 
they retired to Dumfries, to be nearer to family. Margaret’s funeral was held at 
Roucan Loch crematorium, Dumfries, on September 21st. We send our sympa-

thy and prayers to Alan and their son and daughter for their sad loss. 
 

Congratulations 
 

We have new octogenarians amongst us! 

Rosalind Lewis celebrated her 80th birthday on Saturday, September 17th. 

John Webb celebrates his 80th birthday on October 6th. 

Congratulations and very best wishes to you both and we hope you will have fun 

celebrating your birthdays  with your families and friends.  

Good wishes are also sent to all students returning to school and to places of further educa-

tion. Hopefully the next academic year will not have interruptions to their studies.  

News from Debenham 

6th   2:00 pm  Friends & Neighbours where the Salvation Army will give a presentation. 
11th Tuesday cakes sale at the church  
30th 3:00 pm  Cakes & Choruses All welcome 
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News from Mendlesham 

News from Stowupland 

Reflecting on the passing of her Majesty the Queen and her long reign made me think of our 
dear friend William Scarff.  I shall always remember him standing in our pulpit telling us of 
his experience of meeting the Queen in the Cathedral at Bury St Edmunds.  How proud he 
was to show us his Maundy money. I don’t think any of us will ever forget that service.  I 
asked at MURCies if anyone else had met her and Geoff Clarke had also had that privilege.  
 

On Sunday, 2nd October, we celebrate Harvest with two services.  The uniformed organisa-
tions in the village have been invited to the morning Parade service at 10.45am and in the 
afternoon, Harvest Praise at the earlier time of 3.00pm.  Both services will be conducted by 
the Rev'd Robert Sheard.  We shall be having a Bring and Share lunch at the chapel.  The 
offertories will be for Christian Aid and the gifts of food will be donated to Stowmarket Food 
Bank. 
 

On Saturday 22 October, we shall be holding a coffee morning for chapel funds.  We hope 
to have cake and book stalls, a draw and tombola. 
 

Afternoon Fellowship meets on the first and third Wednesdays at 2.30pm.  The speakers for 
October will be the Mr Keith Scarff on the 5th and Mrs June Moss on the 19th. 
 

MURCies Coffee Bar will be open on Friday 14th October from 10.00am.  Knit and Natter 
meet on Mondays 10th & 24th at 2.00pm. 
 

Meg Clarke was ordained and inducted as an Elder after our recent chapel meeting, fol-
lowed by Holy Communion.  This was a lovely way to welcome her as Elder to the chapel.  
 

The chapel was open for Suffolk Churches Ride and Stride. Numbers were low with only 13 
cyclists visiting during the day.  Meg cycled for the Chapel and has raised £225.00.  She 
met up with Haughley choir and sang with them at Stowupland and Old Newton.  
 

We send birthday congratulations to Geoff Clarke as he celebrates his 80th birthday on 1st 
October. 

Margaret Jackson 

The Summer holidays are over and the children are back at school. The evenings are pull-
ing in and it is dark quite early. We have had a few showers to liven up our grass but there 
is still a long way to go. 
 

Our next Coffee Morning is on Friday 28 October 10 to 12noon give us a visit for a cuppa 
and cake. 
 

As we continue to mourn the loss of the Queen our thoughts and prayers are with the Royal 
Family at this sad time.    
 

Suffolk Historic Churches Ride and Stride took place on Saturday 10 September when the 
Chapel was open to sign in riders and walkers from 9am to 5pm. Numbers were down again 
this year. 
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Church update 

We continue to encourage you to do all you can to keep yourself and others safe by taking 
appropriate precautions. 
At Stowmarket we will continue to broadcast Sunday services on Zoom for those who are at 
home.   

Benevolent Fund for October 

The Benevolent fund for October is Parkinson’s UK 
Parkinson’s is a research and support charity. It aims to improve the 
quality of life for people affected.and find a cure for the condition. 
Having Parkinsons can be overwhelming if you do not have the right 
information and support. This charity is here to help everyone feel in control of their life with 
Parkinsons. Please give generously if you are able. 
Your donation can be placed in the offertory plate on a Sunday in an envelope marked 
Parkinsons,or if you prefer it can be put in the permanent Benevolent fund box in the foyer 
which  is clearly marked with our charity for the month. This is emptied regularly 
Your continued support in these difficult times is much appreciated. Thank you. 

News from Haughley 

Our Harvest Festival is on Sunday 2nd October and Holy Trinity Church congregation will 
be joining with us at the Chapel for this service at 10.30am.  Gifts of non perishable goods 
will be sent to the Stowmaket Food Bank. 
We wish Mary Clarke all the best as she has moved to 20 Steeple View, Stowupland.   Mary 
is still living independently but there is 24 hr care available  if needed. 
We are sorry to hear of the passing of Rose Balaam on 10th August.  She was 102. 

Joyce Gardiner 

Open the Book returned to Crawford’s Primary on Tuesday 13th September.  The Team 
were excited to have been invited back to take short assemblies, and to share Bible Stories 
carefully dramatised for the children. The OtB team (as they are known) told the Creation 
Story “In the Beginning”in their own unique child- friendly way.  The Creation Story contin-
ued on the 27th with “A Sad Day”, (How God's beautiful World was spoiled).   The final story 
in this Creation Trilogy, leads us up to Half Term, on Tuesday 11th. October with “A Special 
Promise”, (Noah's Ark).  
On Sunday 2nd October we celebrate Harvest. The Cans and packets will be shared out 
later to local Food Relief families,or to Stowmarket Food Bank.  After the service there will 
be a Harvest Lunch. 
We are saddened by the death of Pip Jackson who died on August 29th.  Pip was a Church 
warden and a Church Elder which enabled him to undertake pastoral work and lead some 
services.  He was an active and enthusiastic member of the church and will be missed. 
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U3A 

19th October “A Suffolk Bevin Boy”. Conscripted to go down the mines – Barbara McElroy. 
2.30pm in the Main Hall at Stowmarket URC. 

Prayer Chain 

" I the Lord do not change "        Malachi 3 v 6 
At this time when there is so much change in our lives it is encouraging to read this 
in the Old Testament and also to be reminded that the Lord does not change.  

In the New Testament we are assured  that ' Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.'. Hebrews 13 v 8 
We are  reminded that our stability is in God and His Son Jesus Christ. 
We can bring our fears , our concerns and our worries  in prayer knowing that our prayers 
are always heard and will be answered. 
If you want us to pray with you or for you please ring me on 01449 745944. 

Ann Edwards 

Pause For Prayer 

We meet each Thursday at 9.30am in the Church for a time of prayer and reflection. The 
leaders are varied as are the forms of refection but this diversity adds to the richness and 
blessing of this time spent together. 
All are welcome - it's good to share with others from different Churches too. 
Please see plan at the back of NTV for the weekly leaders. 

Bible Fellowship 

We are planning to meet at the Church on Tuesdays 4th and 18th October at 10am 
for Bible Studies on Paul's letter to the Colossians led by the Revd. Norman Tharby. All are 
welcome.           
                Richard Edwards  

COMMUNION FLOWERS  

Oct   2  Mrs J Rooks 

   9  Mrs H Freeman  

  16  Mrs R Lewis 

  23  Mrs W Rowland 

              30       Mrs D Tharby 

Monday Community Brew 

October’s Monday Community Brews are on Monday 10 October and Monday 24 October – 
10.30am to 12.30pm at Stowmarket URC 
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Wednesday Club 

Owing to the fall in numbers of the club I have had to make the decision to close this group 
It has been a hard choice to make as Wednesday club has been running for a great number 
of years, but it’s difficult to engage speakers who put a lot of work into the talks, to then be 
met by a very small audience  
I shall miss the monthly get together and thank the members who have supported me over 
the time I have been Chairperson. 

               Helen Freeman 

Three Hot Conferences & Three Hot Books 

Suffolk Historic Churches Bike Ride 

A very big thank you to all those people who supported this years “Ride and 
Stride” on September 10th. I cycled to 17 different churches between Stowup-
land and Woolpit. Dan walked to six different churches with the children. Rick 
and Mary welcomed thirty four cyclists or striders to our church and signed them 

in. Together we raised £300.00 to be shared between Stowmarket U.R.C and the Historic 
Churches Trust and are very grateful for everyone’s generosity. It was a beautiful day for 
cycling twenty five miles and visiting the lovely churches in our local area. Thanks once  
again, Jane.  

Safeguarding 

A session has been arranged on Adult and Child Safeguarding.  All who are involved with 
Children’s work or with vulnerable adult groups should attend.  This will take place on Mon-
day 7th November from 7.30pm until 9.30pm in the Main Hall at Stowmarket URC. 
Please arrive for 7.15pm.  There will be very limited parking. Please let Anne Scarff know if 
you are coming, a sheet to sign up to this will also be in church. 

We have recently returned refreshed from three contrasting Christian conferences in three 
consecutive, close, clammy months.  They don’t often coincide conveniently quite like that.   
 

Lee Abbey, Devon 
The first conference took us to Lee Abbey in Devon to hear 
John Bell, for me the sixth encounter, for us the fifth.  John 
never disappoints, alas the worship at Lee Abbey does.  
How they can invite an internationally renowned hymn 
writer and worship leader and then let the young people of 
the Community provide worship to their own taste defies 
logic. John’s topic was The Beatitudes and his talks 
roamed freely through the recorded sayings of Jesus to 
broaden our understanding of this list of reworked Com-

mandments as presented by Matthew in his oft called Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:3-12).  
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Fresh interpretations blossomed and John cleverly managed to slip in some of his own mu-
sic to the delight of his listeners.  We brought away and read John’s latest book The Long 
and the Short of it.  This includes some of his brief talks broadcast on Radio 4’s Thought for 
the Day as well as longer pieces given typically at the Greenbelt Festival. 
 

High Leigh, Hertfordshire 
The second conference was the Free to Believe Annual 
Conference (mostly but not entirely URC) held at High 
Leigh, Hertfordshire, entitled Keeping Hope Alive - New 
Radical Voices. The speakers this year were (perhaps 
regrettably) all from the URC:  
* Fiona Bennet the current Moderator of General Assem-
bly (speaking on Zoom) talked about Respair - the return 
of Hope after despair. 

* Karen Campbell, URC Secretary for Global and Intercultural Ministry spoke about identity 
as a daughter of the Windrush Generation, living in Tottenham.  Her talk was illustrated 
most tellingly with her own poetry. 
* Alex Clare-Young a transgender minister based in Cambridge urged us to look Beyond 
Binaries: Hoping for peace in a world of conflict.  
* Helen Garton: Are we where it's at? - Why being Radical is not being Radical at all. 
* Iain McDonald: Hope frustrated and fulfilled - a personal journey. 
The latter testimonies from a junior and senior LGBTQI+ minister and their experiences 
when training and operating in ministry. 
 

The Hayes Swanwick, Derbyshire 
The third conference was the United Reformed Church 
Holiday Forum (not entirely URC) my 12th and our 11th 
Forum, held at The Hayes, Swanwick in Derbyshire. The 
Title of the Conference and theme of the Lead Speaker’s 
talks was Embodiment, Identity and the Bible.  The 
speaker was Rev Dr Tessa Henry Robinson, the first 
black Moderator Elect of General Assembly, minister of 
four churches in north-east London, living in Woodford Green where my foundational church 
life began aged five. Tessa urged us to embody the claim of the URC to be not only non-
racist but actively  anti- racist using for her Bible studies the stories of Hagar (Genesis16 & 
21) and the Syro-phonecian Woman (Mk.7:24-30 also in Mt.15:21-28).  Our Forum was 
greatly enhanced by forming friendships with three West Indian ladies, Lola, Sandra and 
Garcia from Dulwich, Pakistani Sonia and her daughter Safa from Blackburn and Sylvie 
originally from Camaroon, west central Africa, now in Cumbria. We enjoyed many encoun-
ters, much fun as well as serious discussion with these lovely ladies and look forward to 
meeting up with them again. 
  

Two more books that have accompanied and enhanced these conference experiences are 
Kissing Fish by Roger Wolsey and Changing your Mind without losing your Faith by David M 
Holly. We can heartily recommend them. 
 

Wendy & David Atkins 
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Misplaced and Dangling Participles 

Misplaced and Dangling Participles are both Misplaced Participial Phrases. 
 Are you ready? Firstly, what is a misplaced participial phrase? I’m glad you asked. 

  A participial phrase is misplaced if it  modifies a word other 
than the one the writer intended to modify!   

I’ll give you an example. 
I got on the bus, soaked from the rain. Ambiguous. 

Soaked from the rain, I got on the bus. Unambiguous. 
Confusion --- was “I,” or “the bus,” soaked? 

Got the idea? What do you make of these? Can you spot the misplaced? 
------------------------------------------ 
A misplaced participial phrase, 
I’m sure you just might know.  
Is used in texts of all kinds, 

To make a reading flow. 

 

Moving from flower to flower, 
I watched the honeybee. 

 Riding on the Ferris wheel, 
My mum she waved to me. 

 

Torn to many pieces,  
I tried to mend the note. 

The first meal of the working day, 
Is breakfast in my coat. 

 

After being whipped fiercely, 
The cook put eggs in a bowl. 

After eating all their food, 
They took dogs for a stroll. 

 

I stroked my cat, 
Reading a poem. 

I know a man 
With a parrot called Owen. 

 

I smelled the sausages, 

Coming from afar. 
She handed out biscuits,  

To children in a jar. 

 

I passed the lamppost, 
 Walking my favourite route. 

Lying in bed, 
My alarm clock sounded “Toot”. 

 

Misrelated participles, 
You will remember these from school. 

Do not mix up your subjects,  
Remember, that’s the rule. 

 

From the “Really Lovely poetry Company,”  R.R.G. 
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Sudoku H-10 - 5 & 6 

Fund Raising Group News 

Kenny’s Quiz 2022 
An important date for your diaries ---Thursday 6th October  at 2. 30pm in the 
Church Hall. All you need do is turn up. It’s a team quiz, but don’t worry, just 
be there and Kenny Abbott will sort out the teams. Kenny will explain every-

thing. Just turn up looking intelligent! Money collected at the entrance to the hall will be do-
nated to Church funds.  
 

Charities at Christmas 2022 
Saturday November 19th, 10.00 am until 2.00 pm (set up stalls on Friday, November 
18th, 10.00am until noon). Our Church will be thinking of OUTREACH and INREACH. The 
Church Hall will be set up for refreshments and cakes. The Church sanctuary will have 

Charity stalls raising money and making people aware of their purposes. Our 
Church is a place of worship but also has Charity status. In this respect our 
Church will have items for sale. Dan will be contacting Church groups and 
Charities to see if they wish to be involved. We hope to hold, “Charities at 
Christmas,” each year. 

 

 The Social Outreach and Fund-Raising Team. 

Puzzle 

Church Meeting  

The next Church Meeting is on Monday November 28th at 2pm in Church at Stowmarket.  
The time will be confirmed in the next NTV.    
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Bible Crossword - QC16 by Philologus © BiblePuzzles.com 
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Children and Youth Activities 

Upcoming Events 

Stowupland URC Chapel   

Coffee Morning  
Friday 28th Oct 2022 

10.00am - 12.00 noon 

Coffee/ tea and Cakes. 

All welcome. 

Thursday Coffee Morning 

We are now open for coffee & 
tea At URC Stowmarket 

every Thursday morning  
from 10am until noon. 

All welcome. 

 ‘SECOND SATURDAY’  

COFFEE MORNING 

At URC Stowmarket  

 

Saturday 8th October 
2022 – 10.00am to 12noon 
Wonderful Homemade Cakes and 

Savouries 
Coffee, Tea and Squash 

Proceeds for Parkinson’s UK and  
Church Funds 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US 

Mendlesham URC Chapel 
 

Harvest Festival 

Sunday 2nd October  

Morning Parade Service at 10am 
Bring & Share Lunch 

Harvest Praise at 3pm 
All proceed to Foodbank 

 

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 22nd October  

10.00 – 11.30am 
Cakes, Books, Tombola, Draw, Bric a Brac 

All proceeds to Chapel funds  

JUNIOR CHURCH 
Each Sunday from 10.25am. 

Come and join us. 

Messy Church 

A meeting for school age children with  

varied  activities and games 

Meets in the Main Hall from 5.00 to 6.45pm  
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The following are the details for Zoom gatherings for church – eg Services & Church Meet-
ing:- 
USING A NORMAL PHONE   
Dial using one of the following  
0 203 901 7895 United Kingdom 
0 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
Then use the  ID - 878 9703 9806  followed by the # button AND then Passcode – 269834 
again followed by the # button.  

 

USING A MOBILE: One tap mobile 
+442039017895,,87897039806#,,,,,,0#,,269834# United Kingdom  

 

OR IF YOU HAVE A COMPUTER  use the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87897039806?pwd=V1Z0Y01tOU85b2R6WklKV0FkR3JXZz09 
      or use the  ID - 878 9703 9806   AND Passcode - 269834 

Zoom 

Services - October 2022 

STOWMARKET 

Oct 2022 Time Services Preacher 

Sun 2nd 10.30am Family Worship with Holy 

Communion 

The Revd Norman Tharby 

Thu  6th 9.30am Pause for Prayer  The Revd Norman Tharby 

Sun 9th  10.30am Family Worship The Revd Rita Carr 

Thu 13th 9.30am Pause for Prayer  Mr Howard Cracknell 

Sun 16th 10.30am Family Worship—BB and 

Girls’ Association enrolment 

The Revd Robert Sheard 

Thu 20th 9.30am Pause for Prayer  Mrs Mary Durrant 

Sun 23rd 10.30am Family Worship—Bible Sunday The Revd Richard Edwards 

Thu 27th 9.30am Pause for Prayer  The Revd Barbara Bilston 

Sun 30th 10.30am Family Worship The Revd John Proctor 

CAN YOU HELP? 
Do you know someone who can independently examine our accounts.   

If you do please have a word with Anne Scarff. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87897039806?pwd=V1Z0Y01tOU85b2R6WklKV0FkR3JXZz09
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Copy for November 2022 

To be in by Sunday 23rd October 2022 

E-mail to:  ntv.stowmarket@gmail.com 
Hard copy to Anne Scarff. 

If you would like to receive copy of NTV by email, 

please let Anne Scarff know. 

NTV 

Reminder 

Oct  2022 Time Services Preacher 

DEBENHAM  

2nd 10.45am Family Worship with HC Mr Jim Spencer 

9th 10.45am Family Worship Mr Steve Dennis 

16th 10.45am Family Worship Mr Nigel Crisp 

23rd 10.45am Family Worship—Bible Sunday The Revd Robert Sheard 

30th 10.45am Family Worship Mr Paul Kemp 

 3pm Cake and Choruses  

HAUGHLEY 

16th 11.00 am Family Worship Mr Keith Scarff 

MENDLESHAM 

2nd 10.45pm Harvest Festival The Revd Robert Sheard 

 3pm Harvest Praise The Revd Robert Sheard 

9th 10.45am Family Worship The Revd Richard Edwards 

23rd 10.45am Family Worship Mrs Nichola Glasse 

STOWUPLAND 

2nd 10.30am Harvest Festival Mr Keith Scarff 

9th 10.30am Family Worship The Revd David Atkins 

16th 10.30am Family Worship Mr Howard Cracknell 

23rd 10.30am Family Worship Mr John Webb 

30th 10.30am Family Worship Mrs Alison Fenning 

mailto:anne.scarff11356@btinternet.com
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Church Officers and Personnel 

Minister The Revd Robert Sheard  678173 

Secretary Miss Anne Scarff  774792 

 3 West View, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1SD 

Assistant Secretary Mrs. Mary Durrant  672608 

 14 Fairfield Hill, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1NG  

Acting Treasurer Miss Anne Scarff  774792 

 As above 

Gift Aid Secretary Mr David J Fenner  674440 

 29 Thirlmere Drive, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1SE  

Freewill Envelopes See Anne Scarff  

Halls Booking Secretary Mrs Lois Muller  675045 

 Ipswich Street, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1AD 

Editor of NTV Miss Anne Scarff  774792 

 3 West View, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1SD 

Secretaries of The Village Chapels 

Debenham Mr L Kelway                                            01728-860473 

 37 Gardeners Rd, Debenham, Stowmarket  IP14 6QY  

Mendlesham Mrs Margaret Jackson                            766321 

 13 Glebe Way, Mendlesham IP14 5TL  

Stowupland Vacant  

 Please contact Joyce Gardiner               676149 

Stowmarket: Office open 10am – 1pm Mon-Fri 

Ipswich Street, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1AD 

Phone  : 01449 675045 

Email    : stowmarketurc@btconnect.com 

Website: www.stowmarket-urc.org.uk 

and village chapels of: 

Debenhams   Haughley   Mendlesham   Stowupland 


