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Psalm 30: 4  

 

"Sing praise to the LORD, all his faithful people! Remember what 

the Holy One has done, and give him thanks!" 

 

November is a very much a time of remembrance, perhaps 
more so this year with the passing of Queen Elizabeth II. We 
start All Saints Day on 1st November when the Saints are remembered, then on the 
5th November we Have Guy Fawkes Day or bonfire night, when we remember the 
Gun powder plot, when they tried to blow up the Houses of Parliament. On 11th No-
vember we have Remembrance Day, followed by Remembrance Sunday, (the near-
est Sunday to Remembrance Day) a time when we remember the dead of two world 
wars, but not just the First and Second world wars, but also The Falklands, The Gulf, 

Afghanistan, Iraq as well as other wars. 

  

For some it will bring back memories of their time in the armed forces, comrades, 
friends and family that they have lost. For others who did not fight, it is also a time to 
remember family and friends, even some family they never knew. As years go by 
there are less and less people about who fought in the two world wars, this in a way 
makes it more important to remember them, but also, with what seems to be an esca-
lation in wars around the world, we also must remember the fallen in those and these 

wars. 

 

As Christians it can often be hard to understand wars in whatever context, but we do 
not have to like war to sometimes see it as a necessary evil, but at this time of re-
membrance it should be used as a time to stand back and take stock, to encourage 
governments to take stock, also to find other ways than war to make the world better 
for everyone. We will all come in different ways to remember, some will go to Church, 
some to the cenotaph others will do it quietly on their own.  What is important is that 
we remember and pray and that through remembrance, comes reconciliation and 

peace. 

 

Yours in Christ. 

 

Robert 
 

 

Greetings 

The Revd Robert Sheard 
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News of the family 

My garden is very confused. I have more colour in it now than I had all summer, with plants 
that died in all the heat but have come back to life again with the autumn warmth and rain. I 
have delphiniums in bloom again alongside the flowering winter jasmine, and helibores in flow-
er amongst Chinese lanterns and geraniums. I am usually putting the flower borders to bed for 
the winter at this time of year, but I am leaving them for a while for me to enjoy the colour. I 
have started on my baskets and pots, but the squirrels must watch me as they pounce on the 
new compost and dig it out to bury their nut hordes. We will not be getting any nuts from our 

walnut tree this year --- the squirrels have already had them all.  

Covid has still been amongst us in the town and villages in the past month, so some people 
had to delay getting their next booster jab. Jan Webb was very relieved that John recovered 
from covid in time to enjoy his 80th birthday celebrations with all his children, as Michael and 

Jo flew over from America. They had celebrations John will never forget. 

Mavis Newstead had a cataract operation. Jean Jordan has been in and out of hospital and 
is pleased to be back at Old School Court. Enid Lambert from Mendlesham has been in hospi-
tal. Joan Wallis from Stowupland was in hospital but is back at Cedrus House being cared for. 
Dot Ellis and Janet Hart are also happily residing in Cedrus House and being cared for. Mary 
Clark has settled into her new abode in Steeple View, Stowupland, and was delighted to have 

Sarah and Paul Waller visit her together. 

Louisa Delory has begun the next stage of her treatment but sadly the line into her arm 
caused a DVT that is having to be treated. Louisa will be having treatment each month, so we 

pray for her and her family, who are having other problems too. 

We think and pray for all those we know who are unwell, for those mourning the loss of 

loved ones and for those who are awaiting procedures or test results. 
 

Death 

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of John Seaborn in the West 
Suffolk Hospital on October 15th. We send our love, sympathy, and prayers to 
Joan, on the loss of her devoted husband, and to Derek, Mark and Peter on the 

loss of their father, and to their families on the loss of a dear father-in-law and Grandad. John 
will be missed by all of them and we, as a Church, will miss him greatly too. John had been a 
stalwart worker for our Church as an Elder, as Treasurer and was always on hand to do jobs 
around the Church and at Church functions. John’s funeral will be held in Church on Wednes-

day, November 9th at 11.00 am. 

News from Debenham 

Coffee morning every Tuesday 10am until 11.30pm. 
3rd   2:00 pm  Friends & Neighbours. 
11th  3pm until 3.45pm Tuesday cakes sale at the church. 
27th 3:00 pm  Cakes & Choruses. All welcome. 
After the success of the last few cake sales we hope to make this venture a regular monthly 
event. We will be holding the sale at the front of the church between 3:00 - 3:45pm on the 
second Tuesday each month with all monies going to the church building project.   



 

5 

News from Mendlesham 

News from Stowupland 

We had an excellent turnout for our Harvest Parade service with 50 or more youngsters and 
parents in attendance.  An enjoyable and heart-warming service.  Unfortunately, the planned 
Bring and Share lunch and afternoon Harvest Praise had to be cancelled due to most of our 
own congregation going down with Covid.  We received a lot of food donations which went 
to Stowmarket Food Bank.  The offertory for Christian Aid amounted to £75.00. 
 

Afternoon service on Sunday 6th November at 4.00pm will be conducted by Mrs Veda Berri-
man. 
 

Afternoon Fellowship meets on the first and third Wednesdays at 2.30pm. Speakers for 
November are the Rev'd Norman Tharby on the 2rd and the Minister on the 16th. 
 

MURCies coffee bar will be open on Friday 11th from 10.00am and we meet for 'Knit & Nat-
ter' on the Mondays 14th and 28th of November from 2.00 - 4.00pm. 
 

Having missed a Sunday service and Afternoon Fellowship due to Covid, we were unsure 
whether to go ahead with the planned coffee morning.  However, as we’d received several 
offers of help, we decided to proceed and raised £222.00 for our funds, so we were pleased 
with the outcome. 
 

Hopefully, Covid is now behind us once again although it has taken its toll and its proving 
hard to throw off its after effects.   
 

We think of Pam who has spent a brief time in hospital undergoing tests and pray that she 
will be able to join us again before too long. Our thoughts and prayers are with Joan Sea-
born and family on the passing of John. 

Margaret Jackson 

The next coffee morning to be held at the Chapel is on Friday 25 November at 10am 
to12noon. A Christmas draw will be held at this event. Please give us a visit.  
 

Thank you to all those with came to the coffee morning on 30 September and for your gen-
erosity. £300 was raised for Addenbrooke’s Teenage Cancer Trust Ward. Also, thank you to 
all those who helped. It was a very happy friendly event.  

 

We united with Holy Trinity Church on 25 September for their Harvest Songs of Praise, and 
we also united on 2 October, at the Chapel, for our Harvest Festival Service when we were 
pleased to have Revd Brin Singleton join us and take part in the service. We wish him well 
as he retires to pastures new. At both services a donation of produce was made to the food 
bank. Thank you to all those who contributed to make this a very worthwhile donation.  

 

We were very saddened to hear of the passing of John Seaborn. We will always remember 
him with fondness and be thankful for all the help and friendship he has given us. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Joan and her family at this sad time. 
 

Joyce Gardiner 
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Church update 

We continue to encourage you to do all you can to keep yourself and others safe by taking 
appropriate precautions. 
At Stowmarket we will continue to broadcast Sunday services on Zoom for those who are at 
home.   

Church Meeting  

The next Church Meeting is on Monday November 28th at 2pm in Church at Stowmarket 
and on Zoom. 

 

Timings and dates of meetings in 2023  
Church Meetings–  Monday January 23rd   2pm 
   Sunday March 26th   After soup lunch. 
   Monday May 22nd   7.30pm – Not on Zoom 
   Monday July 24th   7.30pm – Not on Zoom,  
provisionally at Stowupland: 
   Monday September 25th  2pm 
   Monday November 27th  2pm 

Benevolent Fund for November 

This months benevolent donation will be gratefully received for the 
Bible Society. Our Open the Book {OtB} team is linked with the 
Bible Society 
It offers primary school children an opportunity to hear key bible 

stories told by a team of Christians from local churches. This goes on all over the country. 
Post covid our church team has been invited to go into Woodley school again to enthrall the 
children with their dramatic presentations. The children really respond to the players and 
take on board the key points of the stories. 
Your donation can be placed in a clearly marked envelope in the offertory plate on any Sun-
day in November. There is a permanent Benevolent donation box in the foyer which is clear-
ly marked with the charity of the month. Thank you for your continued support. 

News from Haughley 

Haughley are asking for your hymn favourites.  The top 3 chosen from the favourites list by 
the congregation, and 2 from the choir , will be sung at the Sunday Praise Service at 
11.00am on November 6th 2022.  
Go online the website:-  https:www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NP6JQYW. Or write your 3 choic-
es down on a form at the back of the church on the table where we serve coffee. Jan Shel-
drake, Haughley Choir Leader, will also take your choices.  
 

Haughley Church Christmas Fayre will be on Saturday November 26th.2022 from 10.00am -
1.00pm.   

https:www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NP6JQYW
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Prayer Chain 

Paul in his letter to the Ephesian Church says .... 
Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people. 
Ephesians 6 v 18. 

 

We need to be sensitive to the needs of those around us at all times , keeping 
our eyes and ears open to pick up on any problems. We need in our daily conversations 
with God to bring all of God's people to Him in prayer . 
As a prayer chain we are here to especially pray for any needs there are in the fellowship or 
amongst any we know and are concerned about. 
Please ring me with any requests. Ann Edwards - 01449 745944 

Pause For Prayer 

The late and very much loved Revd. Leslie Ivory used to call Pause for Prayer "  'an oasis' 
in the middle of the week"  and what an apt description this is. As we meet each Thursday 
for a time of reflection and prayer it refreshes our spirits and gives us food for thought.  
We meet each week in the Church on a Thursday morning at 9.30am for about half an hour. 
We have a variety of leaders from our Church and the other Churches in the town and those 
who come are from several different Churches.  
It is a time of fellowship and encouragement . If ever you are free and able to join us you 
would be very welcome and there is always coffee in the hall afterwards where you can 
continue to enjoy fellowship together. 
For the list of leaders see dates at the back of this magazine. 

Ann Edwards 

Bible Fellowship 

On Tuesdays 1st and 15th November at 10am Revd. Norman Tharby is due to lead us in 
continued study of Paul's letter to the Colossians and on 29th November we shall probably 
be looking at his letter to Philemon. All are welcome.     
                Richard Edwards  

Monday Community Brew 

Congratulations to Michelle Frost for winning the Special Achievement 
Award at the Stowmarket Town Awards. Michelle and Lenny (her son and 
No1 assistant) had a lovely evening which I am sure they will remember for 
years to come. 

November’s Monday Community Brew’s are on Monday 7 November and Monday 21 No-
vember 10.30am and 12.30pm at URC Stowmarket. 
Please see leaflets in the Foyer for details of the Christmas Day lunch. 
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Christmas Decorations 2022 

Our theme for 2022 is Christmas Carols. If you feel able to do a display to depict any carol 
ancient or modern in the church please contact Helen Freeman for further details. 

Second Saturday Coffee Morning 

COMMUNION FLOWERS  

Nov   6  Mrs M Hewitt 

 13  Mrs A Hodson (Remembrance Sunday) 

 20  Mrs L Muller 

 27  Mrs B Leon 

Thanks 

I would just like to say a big.. THANK YOU 
To all you clever people who made such a wonderful display for this year’s Harvest Festival. 
Between you all you showed just how much of the earth’s resources we harvest and use. 
Well done and thanks to everyone who helped this year.        

 Leonie 
And THANK YOU, Leonie for organising us. 
 

My dear church friends, thank you for all your kind best wishes on the occasion of my 80th 
birthday. I was overwhelmed by the number of cards, emails and social media messages. 
How wonderful to know that we are surrounded in our fellowship with people who care.  

With every good wish John (Webb)  

Safeguarding 

A session has been arranged on Adult and Child Safeguarding.  All who are involved with 
Children’s work or with vulnerable adult groups should attend.  This will take place on Mon-
day 7th November from 7.30pm until 9.30pm in the Main Hall at Stowmarket URC. 
Please arrive for 7.15pm.  There will be very limited parking. Please let Anne Scarff know if 
you are coming, a sheet to sign up to this will also be in church. 

Please note there is no Second Saturday Coffee Morning in November, but please make a 
note in your diaries now of our Christmas Special which is on Saturday 10 December 2022 – 
10.00am to 12noon. 

Calling Past BB & GB Folk 

The 1st mid Suffolk Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Association meet on a Wednesday evening at 
the Boys’ Brigade Hall on Combs lane. They are always looking for an extra pair of hands to 
help with the boys and girls.  If you could spare an hour or two please contact Martin at 
bb1stmidsuffolk@yahoo.co.uk . 
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U3A 

16th November “The World of Optical Illusions” – Colin Hopper. 2.30pm in the Main Hall at 
Stowmarket URC. 

Brenda Dudley nee Mayhew 

An Advent Course 

UNWRAPPING THE CAROLS 
Exploring some well-known and some not well-known Carols and how they fit in to the story 
of Christmas. At 2pm in Church. 

Tuesday 29th November 
Tuesday 6th December 
Tuesday 13th December  
Tuesday 20th December 

For more detail speak to Robert. 

Brenda was born at Combs Ford in the Hillside bungalows on 13th Dec 1932.  She attend-
ed Combs chapel Sunday school and Combs Ford school and then on to the Modern 
school in Walnut Tree Walk.  She learnt to play the piano and organ, sang in the school 
choir which later became the “Stowmarket Girls’ Choir”.  She trained in shorthand and typ-
ing and worked at the Eastern Electricity for many years. 
She sang in the Stowmarket Church choir for opening church.  Brenda was a Girls Life 
Brigade member for a long time which she really enjoyed and became a warrant officer.   
Because she had long hair, usually platted – when at GB camps several girls also had long 
hair which she happily helped them to braid their hair – and was always helpful in other 
ways, really enjoying camps. Making lots of friends through the Brigade, keeping in touch 
with many through letters, Christmas and birthday cards.  All her social life was filled this 
way – so many friends.  A happy soul. 
Brenda married in 1957 and moved to Kent, her husbands’ home.  She had 2 lovely daugh-
ters, joined the Congregational Chapel in Belvedere, became an Elder, played the organ 
and involved herself with all activities there and in the area.   Daughter Claire gave her2 
lovely grandchildren and a year ago Brenda became great grandma to Phoebe. 
About 12 years ago Brenda came back to live in her much-loved Suffolk which enabled 
local family and friends to meet up more often.  She loved the seaside, and the countryside 
too, so was often at Felixstowe to enjoy the waves and sea air, or Thorpeness and Alde-
burgh. Brenda was clever at sewing and knitting, making toys, dolls clothes, then baby 
coats, decorations for Christmas trees and Easter chics and bunnies.  An artistic lady who 
also enjoyed reading. 
Her last few months and days were in a care home near her daughter and her family in 
Maidstone, Kent and her funeral will have been held at Belvedere Congregational Church 
on 26th October. I’m sure there are local people who have happy memories of Brenda. 
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Happy Birthday to the United Reformed Church 

Inspiration from “Celebrate Together”, by Ruth White and Sam Richards.   Have you read it? 
 

Happy Birthday to the United Reformed Church. 
Sharing our faith and working for justice and peace for all. 

  
Oh yes, we’ve just turned 50, 
Our Church is pleased to say. 

We celebrate the joining, 
The URC’s birthday.  

The Congregational Church, 
The Presbyterian. 

Joined together in’72, 
We celebrate union. 

The U.R.C. in it’s Jubilee, 
50 years of faith, hope, love. 

Celebrating anniversary,  
And praise to God above. 

“Celebrate Together”, 
Reminds us of our task. 

The U.R.C. welcomes everyone, 
Want help? You’ve just to ask. 

The ethos of the U.R.C., 
To help, to be outreaching, 

We’re members of God’s family, 
We hear that in the preaching. 

And don’t forget REFORM, 
A forum for much news. 

Not just for one-way comments, 
It likes to hear your views. 

 
A Prayer. 

“Let us go out into the world. as bringers of love, as makers of peace and as messengers of 
hope, knowing that the blessing of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, is with us today, 

tomorrow and forever.” AMEN. 
 

 

Remember, it’s not a 50th birthday, it’s the 50th anniversary of the beginning  

of the UNITED REFORMED CHURCH. 

 
From the “Really Lovely poetry Company,”  R.R.G. 
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Fund Raising Group News 

Charities at Christmas 
 Date   : Saturday November 19th    10am-2.00pm. 
 Set up:  Friday November 18th    10am-2.00pm. 
Formerly, “Wide Horizons”, this Church event is a fund-raising occasion for 
Charities, which includes our Church. It is reverting to it’s original aim of outreach, helping 
others, in addition to our Church. The Church Hall will be set up with refreshments, cakes, 
and honey. The Church will house Charity stalls, raising money and making people aware of 
their aims. Remember our Church is a Charity, and we hope to have stalls with items for 
sale (Toiletries –Jewellery – Jig-saw puzzles.) If you have any items for any of these stalls, 
especially the cake stall, they will be gratefully received. 
If you are available to help on the day, please let Dan know. We hope to hold “Charities at 
Christmas ,“ each year. 
 

New Date  for Kenny’s Quiz  
Thursday, November 24th  2.30 pm in the Church hall. 
A quiz organised by Kenny Abbott. All you have to do is turn up. It is a group 
quiz, but don’t worry if you have not got a team, Kenny will sort things out. £2.50 collected at 
the entrance to the hall will be donated to Church funds. Happy Quizzing. Thank you.  
 

 The Social Outreach and Fund-Raising Team. 

Benevolent Offering for 2023 

In 2022 our Benevolent offerings were for: 
January – Local needs 
February – Stroke Association. 
March – St Elizabeth’s Hospice.  
April – Y.A.N.A. 
May – Christian Aid.  
June- TWAM. 
July – Home Start.  
August – Air Ambulance.  
September – Food Bank. 
October – Parkinsons.  
November – Bible Society (Open The Book).  
December- EACH.  

We try to support local causes.  At the November Church Meeting we will make the final 
decision as to which charities to support.   
If you have any suggestions for other charities which we should support please let 
Anne Scarff know as soon as possible.   

Jane and Ivy would be pleased to receive any donations of toiletries for the Toiletries 
Stall they are having at the Charities at Christmas event. Many thanks !   
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Bible Crossword - QC17 by Philologus © BiblePuzzles.com 

Puzzle 
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Children and Youth Activities 

JUNIOR CHURCH 
Each Sunday from 10.25am. 

Come and join us. 

Messy Church 

A meeting for school age children with  

varied  activities and games 

Meets in the Main Hall from 5.00 to 6.45pm  

Upcoming Events 

Stowupland URC Chapel   

Coffee Morning  
Friday 25th November 2022 

10.00am - 12.00 noon 

Christmas Draw  

Coffee/ tea and Cakes. All welcome. 

Thursday Coffee Morning 

We are now open for coffee & 
tea At URC Stowmarket 

every Thursday morning  
from 10am until noon. 

All welcome. 

Stamps 

Christmas is coming and so, we hope, are Christmas cards sent 
through the post. 
Don’t forget we collect your stamps. Many thanks to all who do give 
them. They go to help support the work of The Leprosy Mission.  

 

Rita Gibbons enjoys sorting and trimming the stamps, usually on a cold wet afternoon or 
evening. Or, as in the hot summer, when it was too hot to go out.  Rita spends time with her 
scissors, envelops and trays to trim and sort them to the required size, so don’t tear them 
too close to the stamp. There is a collection point in the Foyer at church. Thank you Rita. 
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The following are the details for Zoom gatherings for church – eg Services & Church Meet-
ing:- 
USING A NORMAL PHONE   
Dial using one of the following  
0 203 901 7895 United Kingdom 
0 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
Then use the  ID - 878 9703 9806  followed by the # button AND then Passcode – 269834 
again followed by the # button.  

 

USING A MOBILE: One tap mobile 
+442039017895,,87897039806#,,,,,,0#,,269834# United Kingdom  

 

OR IF YOU HAVE A COMPUTER  use the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87897039806?pwd=V1Z0Y01tOU85b2R6WklKV0FkR3JXZz09 
      or use the  ID - 878 9703 9806   AND Passcode - 269834 

Zoom 

Services - November 2022 

STOWMARKET 

Nov 2022 Time Services Preacher 

Thu  3rd 9.30am Pause for Prayer  Mr John Webb 

Sun 6th 10.30am Family Worship with Holy 

Communion 

The Revd Robert Sheard 

Thu  10th 9.30am Pause for Prayer  The Revd Richard Edwards 

Sun 13th  10.30m Remembrance Sunday The Revd Robert Sheard 

Thu  17th 9.30am Pause for Prayer  Mr Keith Scarff 

Sun  20th 10.30am Family Worship The Revd Robert Sheard 

Thu  24th 9.30am Pause for Prayer  The Revd Robert Sheard 

Sun  27th 10.30am Family Worship—Advent Sunday The Revd David Atkins 

Over 60’s 

The Salvation Army has an over 60’s meeting on Tuesday’s from 2pm to 3pm.  There are 
varied speakers and all are welcome.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87897039806?pwd=V1Z0Y01tOU85b2R6WklKV0FkR3JXZz09
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Copy for December 2022 - January 2023 

To be in by Sunday 20th November 2022 

E-mail to:  ntv.stowmarket@gmail.com 
Hard copy to Anne Scarff. 

If you would like to receive copy of NTV by email, 

please let Anne Scarff know. 

NTV 

Reminder 

Still Looking …  

 

Do you know someone who can independently examine our accounts.   
If you do please have a word with Anne Scarff. 

Nov 2022 Time Services Preacher 

DEBENHAM  

6th 10.45am Family Worship with HC The Revd Mary Playford 

13th 10.45am Remembrance Sunday Mr William Glasse 

20th 10.45am Family Worship Mr Andrew High 

27th 10.45am Family Worship Mr Jason Newton 

 3pm Choruses and Cake  

HAUGHLEY 

20th 11.00 am Family Worship Mr John Webb 

MENDLESHAM 

6th 4pm Afternoon Worship Mrs Veda Berriman 

13th 10.45am Remembrance Sunday Mr Keith Scarff 

27th 10.45am Family Worship The Revd Robert Sheard 

STOWUPLAND 

6th 10.30am Family Worship The Revd Richard Edwards 

13th 10.30am Remembrance Sunday The Revd Norman Tharby 

20th 10.30am Family Worship  Mr Jim Spencer 

27th 10.30am Family Worship The Revd Mary Playford 

mailto:anne.scarff11356@btinternet.com
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Church Officers and Personnel 

Minister The Revd Robert Sheard  678173 

Secretary Miss Anne Scarff  774792 

 3 West View, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1SD 

Assistant Secretary Mrs. Mary Durrant  672608 

 14 Fairfield Hill, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1NG  

Acting Treasurer Miss Anne Scarff  774792 

 As above 

Gift Aid Secretary Mr David J Fenner  674440 

 29 Thirlmere Drive, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1SE  

Freewill Envelopes See Anne Scarff  

Halls Booking Secretary Mrs Lois Muller  675045 

 Ipswich Street, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1AD 

Editor of NTV Miss Anne Scarff  774792 

 3 West View, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1SD 

Secretaries of The Village Chapels 

Debenham Mr L Kelway                                            01728-860473 

 37 Gardeners Rd, Debenham, Stowmarket  IP14 6QY  

Mendlesham Mrs Margaret Jackson                            766321 

 13 Glebe Way, Mendlesham IP14 5TL  

Stowupland Vacant  

 Please contact Joyce Gardiner               676149 

Stowmarket: Office open 10am – 1pm Mon-Fri 

Ipswich Street, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1AD 

Phone  : 01449 675045 

Email    : stowmarketurc@btconnect.com 

Website: www.stowmarket-urc.org.uk 

and village chapels of: 

Debenhams   Haughley   Mendlesham   Stowupland 


